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Declaration of the outcomes of the Voices of Africa Youth on Sustainable 

Development Goals and Africa Agenda 2063 

Parliament of Republic of South Africa 

               Cape Town 

          11 SEPTEMBER 2015 

PREAMBLE: 

We the strong youth of the Republic of South Africa gathered in Parliament of the 

Republic on 11 September 2015: 

 Representing different youth organisations and different youth voices of our country 

from all corners of Western Cape in this youth dialogue, from rural to urban areas, 

young men and women with disabilities. We also represent young people from 

different schools and Institutions of Higher Learning. We are youth from different 

political affiliations. .  

We are gathered here as student youth, out of school, out of work youth, working 

youth and (youth in conflict with the law?). We are excited to also host and 

welcome our brothers and sisters from all over Africa to witness this historic moment 

in the history of South Africa and Africa. 

Noting that this youth summit occurs 3 months after the National Youth Day of South 

Africa, a day when scores of black youth students in particular were massacred by 

the Apartheid Colonial regime 39 years ago, on 16 June 1976. It is also exactly 30 

years after the 1985 youth uprisings that forced white minority government into the 

negotiation table in the early 1990s and culminating into the 1994 free and 

democratic elections.  

This youth summit takes place exactly forty eight days after the historic Round Table 

meeting of Young Parliamentarians of South Africa under the theme: Youth rising, 

creating a capable state through youth empowerment, which took place on 29 July 

2015. 

We assembled here to deepen the interaction between South African youth and 

the Parliament of the Republic of South Africa on post 2015 Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs), which set to be adopted in two weeks’ time.  We 

reflected about the importance of the National Youth Policy (NYP) vision 2020, the 

National Development Plan (NDP) vision 2030 and Africa Agenda 2063. 

JUSTIFICATION 

As we gathered here today we are resting on the giant shoulders of generations of 

youth before us. We want to acknowledge their work by officially recognising the 

United Nations (UN) World Youth Programme of Action, the Africa Youth Charter, the 

Southern Africa Development Community (SADC) Youth Development Instrument, 
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and the African Decade Plan of Action 2009 – 2018 as well as Youth Employment 

Accord of South Africa. 

As we deliberated on the importance of the Sustainable Development Goals and its 

implementation it came to our attention that ‘more than half of the world 

population is between the ages of 14 and 35 years old. Close to 90 percent of this 

youth is in developing countries. More than 500 million young people between  15 to 

24 live on less than $2 a day and around 238 million youth live on less than $1 a day’.  

According to the report by the African Union 2010, Africa can be classified as a very 

young population. In 2010 there were 364 million Africans aged between 15 and 35 

years and 209 million aged between 15 and 25 years. As a group, African young 

people today have a higher level of educational attainment, but this is not 

sufficiently translated into economic opportunities. The African youth face many  

serious challenges that will erode their potential if governments and societies do not 

prioritise investments in youth development in a sustainable way. The African Union 

came to a conclusion that ‘Africa’s youth bulge presents an opportunity to revive 

the continent’s socio-economic capital’. 

After intense deliberations, we adopted a youth perspective on the future of South 

Africa and Africa in general in the context of a post 2015 Framework and Africa 

Agenda 2063 as adopted by the African Union (AU). We also adopted actionable 

policy options arising from the voices of ordinary young people of South Africa, 

Africa and all other engagements with broader youth populations on education, 

employment, health, peace and security, as well as access to economic 

opportunities including good governance. And specifically we call Parliament of 

Republic of South Africa and her Government that: 

Civic Education, Politics and Good Governance 

1. The National Development Plan and policies of the country need to be 

promoted towards further alignment of national policy frameworks to the 

global commitments made through the Sustainable Development Goals.  The 

process of transitioning from MDGs to SDGs needs to build on progress 

achieved through the MDGs.  However, the existing policies, strategies, 

initiatives, bilateral and multilateral arrangements in support of MDGs must be 

revised to align to the SDGs.   

 

2. It will be important to identify and push for “key drivers” for accelerated youth 

development in the implementation of the sustainable development goals. 

Parliaments can support governments to make sure that in their annual plans 

they appropriately prioritise these key drivers through budgetary allocations in 

the next 15 years. 
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2.1: Government needs to form partnership with civil society organisations in 

order for them to popularise and mobilise public support for the SDGs and 

Africa Agenda 2063 among the youth including young people in rural areas.  

2.2 For the parliament to enhance it over sight on the follow up and review of 

implementation and ensure youth are enabled to fully participate in data 

generation, monitoring accountability frameworks 

 

Quality Education and Skills Development 

 

3. Young people are drivers of development once they are equipped with 

access to quality education, skills, economic opportunities, relevant 

infrastructure, technology and financing, our youth can harness their own 

creativity to transform Africa into a formidable global player. Large goals 

should be divided into smaller, measurable and more achievable goals so as 

to ensure the achievability of the larger goal in question.  

 

3.1. Quality education should be a viable goal with the implementation of 

monitoring systems, incentives for teachers, access to technology. 

Computer literacy is an important skill in the 21st century and thus the 

means of teaching such skills should permeate into rural and remote areas 

so as to ensure equality in the workplace / tertiary institutions.  

 

4. In this context after the defeat of Apartheid, colonialism and democratic 

breakthrough in 1994, we call for the South African Parliament to make 

policies that will speed up racial and gender transformation in the following 

sectors: Education, youth unemployment, sports and land ownership.  

 

4.1. History as a school subject should be altered so as to include the 

achievements and crucial changes of African nations.  

 

Economic Opportunities and Gainful Youth Employment 

 

5. Intervention should specifically address the situation of young people in rural 

areas in respect of access to services and creation of opportunities as well as 

employment.  

 

6. In relation to Africa Agenda 2063, we call for our National Parliament and 

Government to integrate and encourage our young people to understand 

and participate in the mainstream political, social and economic landscape 

of South Africa and Africa for them to be the key drivers of this agenda. 
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7. We call for our National Parliament and her Government to pass strict laws 

against illicit financial flows, Abusive Transfer Pricing, Trade Mispricing, Base 

Erosion and Profit Shifting in which African countries in particular and 

developing economies in general are losing billions of Rands which could be 

allocated to youth development and alleviating poverty and 

underdevelopment in the country.  

 

Youth Safety, Violence and Conflicts 

 

8. We acknowledge that violence is a product of systemic structures that punish 

the victims, and not protect them. This is perpetuated through inequality, 

corruption and culture of violence around the youth. Therefore, it is 

recommended that joint efforts be promoted towards achieving wholesome 

strengthening of justice and protection for all, with special focus for 

vulnerable groups’ women, children, people with disabilities, migrants and 

refugees. 

 

9. We recognise the current global migration crisis and its impact to African’s 

nations especially the death of our fellow African brothers and sisters in the 

Mediterranean Sea, the majority of who are young people. In line with this, 

we further call the South African Parliament to work closely with the Pan 

African Parliament to pressurize the African Union to take action against 

African leaders who cause intolerable misery and unfavourable conditions for 

African people in their countries by manipulating the constitutions and 

legislature requirements, among other things, to extend their term of office. 

Thus leads to their own citizens fleeing their countries as refugees in other 

countries.  

 

9.1. We call South African parliament and her Government to cooperate 

internationally to ensure safe, orderly and regular migration involving full 

respect for human rights and the humane treatment of migrants 

regardless of migration status of refugees and of displaced persons.  

 

Youth, Quality Healthcare Services 

10. Ensure quality universal health coverage including access to contraceptives, 

safe abortion services and comprehensive health education. We also call for 

provisions for the treatment of infectious diseases such as HIV/AIDS and other 

unforeseen health emergencies, non-communicable diseases, mental health, 

injuries, as well as drug and substance abuse. We further call for closer 

monitoring of the medication provided by the state to ensure the medication 
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is taken. We call for further restrictions on media and the role they play in 

advertising alcohol and other drugs. 

 

11. Encourage access to essential medicines, regardless of financial standing, by 

taking action on the gaps in the availability of medicines in both the private 

and public sectors, and taking steps to lowering the prices of essential 

medicines. Promote the emphasis of three pillars of healthcare; namely 

access, affordability and availability. 

 

Our Assertion and Commitment 

We are convinced that we have laid a basis for on-going and continuous 

engagement with the state, legislature and judiciary to prioritise youth development 

and put it right in the heart of the Sustainable Development Goals and Africa 

Agenda 2063 going forward.  

 

END! 


